














































































these radical evils than Polanyi, the
army doctor, the Jewish refugee from
Germany. the visitor to Russia. In ad-
dition Polanyi had his penetrating

theory of moral inversion, which can
make an original contribution to
Christian theology, but seems to have
provided no more depth to his theory
of evil than that found in Temple. 

I present these remarks as matters
for discussion and further enquiry, as
we look back from this end of the
century at some of the great figures of
the earlier decades. Many questions
concerning their interactions and dif-
ferences remain, and as a quarry for
further research I offer what I found
to be striking contrasts between Tem-
ple and Oldham, in the accompanying
table  which is  obviously over-
simplified.

Clements’ biography may not sup-
port these contrasts, but in view of the
close relation between Polanyi and
Oldham they carry the further sugges-

tion that there may be little relation
between Polanyi and Temple. Indeed,
that Temple’s place in the basic de-
velopment of twentieth century Chris-
tian thought turns out to be somewhat
marginal. Since Polanyi took much of
his theology from Oldham, we may
risk an extrapolation from this table to
at least sketch in Polanyi’s position at
some points, except, it appears, for
No. 14, his Christology (where he is
virtually a Unitarian) and his view of
evil. This is not surprising, since these
two themes relate in an interactive
circular rather than in a linear fashion.

Continued on p. 148

3 Theology of sin and evil

Beyond these common concerns, as I
read Kent’s biography and some of
the other evaluations of Temple, I
encountered Temple’s theology of
sin and evil. This was more a part
of his idealistic philosophy, even
of a neo-Hegelianism, than de-
rived from a biblical and orthodox
stance. Temple’s universe was in
process of development through
various hierarchies towards Mind,
wherein the Incarnation was a
necessary part of the process, as
both its goal and crown. This de-
velopment proceeded apart from
any special need for an incarna-
tion providing an atonement to
deal with the effects of the Fall.
Temple’s ability to provide deeply
moving accounts of the passion of
Christ does not seem to have al-
tered what is an evolutionary
theology.

Inevitably I recalled my similar
critique of Polanyi’s position
about sin and evil. As I have writ-
ten elsewhere:

For him, grace and its dealing with
the human problem is a constant
histor ical  process in-buil t  in
creation, and not a particular, unique
historical event Focused on Jesus.
The cross and resurrection as critical
events without incipient forms or
parallel in the past find no place in
this cosmology, and the ‘new crea-
tion’ arrives through the working
out of the in-built rescue services of
the old creation and so is not radi-
cally new.

I then suggested that this reflects an
adequate view of the radical nature of
evil, and I now see Temple occupying
a similar position.

I had also remarked that Polanyi
held his position despite the horrifying
evils he had known in his time. The
same could be said of Temple who
had also lived through the two World
Wars and the obliteration bombing of
German cities, the world epidemic of
1918-19, the rise of Nazism, the Great
Depression of the thirties, and the hor-
rors of communism. Temple on the
one hand, in his privileged position,
had much less personal contact with

J. H. OLDHAM

1  Scottish

2  Free Church of Scotland

3  Modest origins

4  Layman

5  Worked with top secularity

6   and the unorthodox (Middleton
Murry) or Jews (Karl Mannheim)

7  Not a philosopher

8   Back-room, think-tanks

9  Missionary focus, Sec. I.M.C.

10  Open to the Continent

11  In wider  pol i t ics :  Afr ica ,
Colonialism, race issue 

12  Awareness of cultural issues

13  Wears well as a prophet of the
future and writings still speak elo-
quently

14  Eschatological outlook, realistic
view of evil 

WILLIAM TEMPLE

English

(established) Church of England

Privileged upper class

Ordained

Worked mainly with top Anglican
clergy and laity

and mainly with the orthodox and the
ecumenical church movement

A Neo-Idealist philosopher

Up-front lectures, sermons

Domestic and Western focus

More parochially English

In domestic rather than international
politics

Social and moral issues

Idealist and naive re future, so writ-
ings have dated except for warnings
re Christendom

Developmental theology with Incar-
nation as climax
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